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MOTION REGARDING THE REFERENDUM
QUESTION FOR A SSMU MEMBERSHIP FEE
INCREASE FOR OPERATIONS 2024-10-15

Submitted for: 2024-10-24

Submitted to: SSMU Legislative Council Document no.: LEG-PUB-MOT-2024-10-24-002

Moved by: Dymetri Taylor
President

Current
Status:

FOR APPROVAL
APPROVED
POSTPONED
COMMITTED
NOT APPROVED

Seconded by: Seraphina Crema Black
Legislative Councillor

Issue The SSMUMembership Fee has not seen an increase since 2019 aside from
automatic CPI adjustments, but the SSMU has since significantly expanded
operations. Given the scale of its operations, the SSMUmust increase its
Membership Fee in order to continue to provide for its members, the
students, and its staff. This motion proposes a Membership Fee increase
that will allow the SSMU to address its current financial needs and expand
its support of the student body and the livelihoods of the SSMU staff during
a time of unprecedented inflation and rise in the cost of living.

Background and
Rationale

As per the SSMUʼs Constitution, the SSMU seeks “to provide excellence and
quality of service at all times, and shall continue to enhance the quality and
scope of these services.” The Membership Fee is used for a variety of
elements of the SSMUʼs operations including building management,
staffing, and other crucial amenities. By increasing the Membership Fee,
students will have more opportunities to take advantage of the SSMUʼs
assets and be provided assets of greater quality.

Furthermore, the SSMU operated at a deficit of $400,000 - $1.3 Million
between 2019 and 2024, which it attempted to offset during the Fall 2023
and Winter 2024 referendum. Both of those campaigns failed, which
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*Faculty Group A: Arts, Architecture (B.Sc. Arch), Education, Engineering,
Music, Management, Nursing, Physical & Occupational Therapy, Science,
and Arts & Science.

**Faculty Group B: Law, Dentistry, Medicine.

Be it resolved that the Legislative Council approve, and recommend to the
Board of Directors for approval, the report in Appendices A and B.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT Legislative Council approves the interim
provisions to the Internal Regulations of Elections & Referenda as
described in Appendix D

Results of the
Vote

☐ In favour (UNANIMOUS)
☐ Opposed ()
☐ Abstain ()
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2.3 Abuse of Positions
Anyone holding a position in any Club, Service, or Independent Student Group, must refrain

from using that position in order to aid a Campaign other than a Campaign for an existence

or fee referendum related to that group.
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