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email. It was decided that it would be presented today since the meeting was scheduled. Speaker
Ashkir stands for questions.

6. Announcements:

a. Announcement by VP External Affairs Masny

VP External Affairs Masny states that a bootcamp called Building an Activist Community is coming up,
on November 4 through 6. It is a bootcamp of knowledge and skill-sharing, and it is organised by
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no fee increase included. It is an independent student group, so they are using the referendum to pass
the fee renewal.

The Chair entertains a 5-minute question period, with a 1-minute speaking time per speaker.

Question:
Councillor Wan states that, the last time this motion was presented (2017), the Legislative
Council did not endorse it. The Tribune stated that the reasons for not endorsing the fee were
because it would cause SSMU to appear to be promoting the Daily, and it was not appropriate
to encourage all students to support it, given the Dailyʼs political stances. He asks if there are
any additional reasons why the 2017 Legislative Council did not approve the motion, and if
there have been any changes to the Dailyʼs political stance.

Answer:
VP Finance Pizarro answers that he does not have any knowledge of changes nor of the 2017
decision.

Question:
Councillor Wan asks if this is a motion for a fee renewal or an endorsement.

Answer:
VP Finance Pizarro answers that it is a motion for a fee renewal.

Question:
Councillor Wan asks if a detailed budget will be included on the referendum question,
detailing how the fee will be utilised.

Answer:
VP Finance Pizarro answers yes, the budget will be submitted by the Daily.

The Chair entertains a debate period.
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Question:
Councillor Wan notes that the fee amount per student per semester should be included in the
budget. He asks if there is a plan to add this to the referendum question.

Answer:
Councillor Whitcomb points out that this is a motion to bring this question to referendum, so it
would be best to allow students to make their own decision on whether or not to renew the
fee. She does not think it is fair to make that decision for students.

VP Finance Pizarro states that, because the motion is for a fee renewal and not a fee increaseШ̒瑀�he f �does not tew�  to moe emt p pudget
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The Sustainability Commissioner states that her job is to consult students regarding actions taken to
increase sustainability, and working with the McGill Office of Sustainability to coordinate sustainable
initiatives. She also volunteers with the Sustainable Projects Fund (SPF), which is why she believes
that it is important for her to speak on the motion today. The SPF aims to build a culture of
sustainability across McGill campuses through the development and funding of interdisciplinary
projects. It was created by students for the McGill community, and decisions regarding allocation of
funds are made by a governance council with representation equal to the financial contribution of its
members. The McGill Office of Sustainability stewards the fund through administrative support; they
have no control over how the funds are distributed. Students make up half of the vote while staff and
faculty make up the other half. Since its creation, the SPF has funded over 300 projects. The
Commissioner states that she and the other Sustainability Commissioner support the funding of
sustainable initiatives on campus. There are some aspects of the SPF that do not align with the SSMUʼs
definition of sustainability, but in order to discuss those further, this must be sent to referendum. Not
sending it through would dissolve the SPF entirely, and stop all current and future projects. This would
be considered a substantial loss to the McGill community. During consultation, they received an
amendment that acknowledges that McGillʼs contributions to the SPF do not resolve them from their
responsibilities to divest. This does not impact the question being posed, and will not affect the
motionʼs ability to be put to referendum, it reaffirms SSMUʼs commitment to the moratorium while
allowing the fee renewal to be passed.

Question:
Councillor Parishʼs proxy asks, supposing that the MCSS and PGSS vote yes, and the SSMU
does not decide to put this on the referendum, if this means that they are essentially
cancelling the fund altogether, even though the MCSS and PGSS voted yes.

Answer:
The S�l loss to  sng oted yes. S ote瀜 ssed
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The Mental Health Commissioner answers that the annual funding is $1,000,000, which ideally would
be used up each year. A lot of new projects will require new funding, and ongoing projects o�en
require multiple funds. There are dozens of different student positions appr
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Question:
Councillor Djoussou asks, if this motion fails, if SPF would still exist and be able to renew the
fee in a few years, or if it will have to find other ways of financing.

Answer:
The Mental Health Commissioner answers that there is a clause within the SPF, t
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President Wright answers that the deadline to ensure that all steps of the process are met is
the Fall referendum, because they would get an answer as to whether the students have
approved this. Then, they will be able to work on the outcome in the winter.

There are no further questions.

Speaker Ashkir entertains a debate period.

Councillor Parishʼs proxy states that their first year at SSMU was as an MCSS Representative, when
SSMU had a history of neglecting the MCSS. Should the Council decide not to approve this motion, this
attitude would be enhanced. It would be terrible if MCSS and PGSS would have to pay for SSMUʼs
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Councillor Whitcomb motions to amend the amendment: instead of including a detailed budget on the
referendum question, a link to the website that outlines the Annual Report be provided on the
referendum question. This would allow students to look at what has been done in the past. This might
be a less laborious process.

Councillor Parishʼs Proxy Tiniacos seconds the amendment to the amendment.

Speaker Ashkir entertains a discussion period on the amendment to the amendment.

The Steward of the SPF states that there is a clause in the referendum question that states that further
information is available on the SPF website.

Councillor Wan expresses a guarded support of r l  F wabxp  ort SPF websitup PF n tF  onؘ F n dhd̀ ndux Ps g뀀oS� Oud ouncoC e
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Seeing no opposition, Speaker Ashkir entertains a vote by acclamation.

Seeing no opposition, the motion is una
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