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Background and  
Rationale 

MUSTBUS is creating this new student service in the hopes of breaking down 

the physical distance that separates our students from their loved ones. They 
�- ��'.*�'�0)�#$)"�/#$.�$)$/$�/$1 �� ��0. �(�)4����$''�./0� )/.��*)ҁ/�#�1 ���

car making travelling between provinces/countries very difficult. 
 
MUSTBUS has already passed the Fall 2020 SSMU Referendum with the 

!*''*2$)"�,0 ./$*)ѷ�҂�*)/$)" )/�*)�+0�'$��# �'/#�*!!$�$�'.��  ($)"�$/�.�! �/*�

restore travel, would you be in favour of creating a student-run 
transportation service to connect McGill campus to Downtown Toronto, 
��)#�//�)��)���*./*)��4��0.�. -1$� �*)�2  & )�.��)��#*'$��4.Ѽ҃� 

 
Over 85% of SSMU electors supported the MUSTBUS question by voting 

҂���ѵ҃� 

 
As evidenced by the result of the Fall 2020 SSMU Referendum, the student 
body has given MUSTBUS a mandate to provide universally affordable and 

accessible transportation options for McGill students.  
 

�*� .0++*-/� �������ҁ.� 1*/ --approved mandate, it is vital that SSMU 
approves the MUSTBUS fee-levy proposal to guarantee the long-term 

sustainability of a universally accessible and affordable mobility service. 
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Alignment with  
Mission  

The MUSTBUS fee-' 14�(*/$*)�$.��'$") ��2$/#�����ҁ.��*(($/( )/�*!�. -1$)"�

the student body of McGill, particularly by enriching student life, improving 
student mental health, connecting students to their communities, battling 

inequality in access to student opportunities. In addition, it offers both 

leadership education opportunities for the student body to know more about 
public transit and alternatives to driving. 

 

�#$.� $.� �'.*� �'$") �� 2$/#�����ҁ.� ./�/ �� �*(($/( )/� /*� �'$(�/ � ��/$*)Ѷ� �.�
both driving and flying are carbon-intensive and can generate up to five times 
more carbon emissions per traveller mile compared to riding the bus. 

Motorcoach is the second lowest-carbon-emission mode of transport only 
after electrified high-speed rail, which North America currently does not 

have. Supporting MUSTBUS fee-levy is pulling thousands of McGill students 

out of driving or flying for intercity travels, and allowing them to take the low-
carbon, energy-efficient bus instead. 
 

 
)� ���$/$*)Ѷ� /#$.� $.� �'.*� �*)"-0 )/� 2$/#� ����ҁ.� �*(($/( )/� /*� �- �/$)"�
safe(r) spaces for women, queer-identifying people and people of colour who 

have continued to face gender-based violence, queerphobia and racism on 
public transit.  MUSTBUS, as a non-hierarchical, anti-oppressive 

organization, is committed to offering a safe(r) space for all travellers, 
particularly women, queer-identifying people, and people of colour.  

 

Consultations  
Completed 

MUSTBUS has conducted extensive public and private consultations with 
the SSMU VP Student Life and VP Finance during the Bryan Buraga 

presidency, the Jemark Earle presidency, and the Darshan Daryanani 
presidency. 
 

MUSTBUS has also answered questions from SSMU councillors at legislative 
sessions during the time of the Jemark Earle presidency. 
 
MUSTBUS has passed the Fall 2020 SSMU Referendum with over 85% of 

����� ' �/*-.�1*/$)"�҂���҃�/*�.0++*-/� ./��'$.#$)"���./0� )t-run mobility 
service. 

 

MUSTBUS has also hosted a public AMA session on the McGill subreddit 
during the Fall 2020 SSMU Referendum campaign. 
 

 



https://www.nctr.usf.edu/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/JPT17.4_Litman.pdf
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Motion or  
Resolution for  
Approval 

 

Be it resolved that the Legislative Council approve the MUSTBUS fee-Levy 
proposal. 

 
Be it resolved that the Legislative Council approve the following question 
for the Fall 2021 referendum period: 

 

"To improve student engagement and mobility; enrich student life; provide 
professional training and employment opportunities for students; promote 
public transit usage and education; expand options for student activity; 

respond to the climate emergency by drastically cutting travel-related 
carbon footprints of the student body; empower mobility for students with 

'$($/ ��!$)�)�$�'���+��$/4Ѹ�$(+-*1 �%*�ҝ.�#**'ҝ#*( ��*)) �/$*).҃ѵ 

 
Given that all COVID-19 preventive measures would be taken, would you be 
in favour of creating an opt-outable fee-levy of $2 per semester to support 

student-run bus service to connect McGill campus to Toronto, New York, 
Ottawa, Boston and other destinations on weekends and holidays? The fee-

levy will be used to subsidize trips and fund general operations to ensure 
the long-term sustainability, affordability and accessibility of the service." 

 
Be it resolved that the Legislative Council approve, and recommend to the 
Board of Directors for approval, the fee-levy proposal. 

 
Be it further resolved, a budget must be included as an appendix to the 
��''*/�$)�/# � 1 )/�*!��*/#��҃4 .҃�*-�҂)*҃�- .0'/ѵ 

 

 

Results of the 

Vote 

 In favour (17) ۿ

 Opposed (3) ۿ
 Abstain (2) ۿ
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