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SSMU Council Meeting 
Thursday, January 21, 2010 
 
Attendance: Zach Newburgh, Lauren Hudak, Janina Grabs, Rebecca Dooley, David Marshall 
Marshall, Sarah Woolf, Sarah Olle, Tim Abdulla, Cathal Rooney‐Cespedas, Barbara Dourley, 
Alex Brown, Nick Drew, Sebastian Ronderos‐Morgan, Joshua Abaki, Marco Garofalo, Sarah 
Lazure, Daniel Keresteci, Myriam Zaidi, Joel Pedneault, Emil Briones, Ivan Neilson, Jose 
Diaz, Mitran Mehta, Gloria To, Myriam Desrosiers, Tom Fabian. 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www.mcgillcbs.com. The conference goes on for the entire weekend, there are workshops 
on Saturday too.  
Garofalo: At AUS council, we decided to get involved in Haiti‐relief. We have raised a lot of 
money, yesterday we raised $700.  
Drew: Management had a huge success at its Cancer Aid.  
VP Brown: For the new councillors, welcome. I need to take a picture of you.  
Rooney: There will be a fashion show at Metropolis by various Asian culture clubs, and all 
proceeds go towards a medical institute. If you want tickets, please come and see me.  
 
5. Question Period .............................................................................................................. 
 
No questions.  
 
6. Reports of Officers .......................................................................................................... 
A. VP External, Sebastian RonderosMorgan.............................................................. 
 
VP Ronderos‐Morgan: I apologize, my report was very late, I was very busy. Today, we will 
have the two executives of the TaCEQ come talk to us. They will be here to answer 
questions about the organization. As I mentioned, we are working on a new accounting 
arrangement to manage the finances, we are arranging an agreement between the 
organizations, we have a proposal, but there have not yet been any final commitments 
made. Then, there will be a concerted effort including the FEUQ to address the 4th year 
education practica. That is very interesting. I wrote an op‐ed in the Daily about the TaCEQ. 
This Saturday at 11am there will be a rally to protest the prorogation of parliament. This 
has been seen as violation of the spirit of the constitution. Personally, I think that SSMU 
stands for democracy and that the government should be held responsible. I hope to see 
McGill students there. I had a couple of very successful meetings in regards of CARE, some 
faculties are becoming more aware, for example AUS. As for Burst Your Bubble – you can 
register online right now. The first event will be a tour of the Sufi‐Centre in Montreal. I have 
also been working on Cafe Conversations, which will become a venue for students and 
community members to discuss pertinent topics with experts in the field. The first event 
will happen on February 2nd
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Tonight they are bringing a local student band to Gerts to the Thursdays Alive night. None 
of the proceeds will go to CKUT, but it will raise awareness as it being a group beneficial to 
students. There are two strategies, there are also institutional plans – 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Gallery: Erin Hale: Do you have the name of the mining company that SSMU still invests in?  
VP Diaz: It’s called Uranium 1.  
 
C. VP Internal, Alex Brown........................................................................................................... 
 
VP Brown: Please remember this moment if you think I don’t love you – I’m here on my 
birthday. If you missed Week 101, you missed out. It was great for Gerts, and was better for 
the environment and our finances than Snow AP. I’ll make a final report on it. We had a 
smaller event for January first‐year admits, nobody really acknowledges them. There is not 
a lot going on for them. We threw a mini‐social event for them. We planned a “Meet and 
Eat” event. I showed them around the building, they were excited, and we had pizza. It was 
a surprisingly great crowd for a Monday. Movies in the Ballroom happened on Mondays 
and Tuesdays. Mondays are the worst days to have events, so people don’t show up. People 
turned up on Tuesday though. We had free pop, popcorn and chips. This event cost $30 to 
SSMU. I would like to do that again. I think it’s cool because going to the movies is great but 
expensive. The Sustainable Projects Fund Community Forum is happening on January 26th, 
local food, beer, and music will be there, Jim Nicell is coming, and it’s a great networking 
opportunity to talk about projects. You guys should pencil that in. Also, for March 24th – 
don’t make plans that night. I can’t tell you why yet. I’m doing something that no VP 
Internal has done in the last 5 years. Then, I have been flipping through old issues of the 
Tribune, and we used to do polling about student opinion. It helps us to give us feedback. I 
personally prefer personal contact, so I’m starting to put together a little poll, and we 
started a mini‐survey in the student lounge. Tell me what you think please. As for the 
Committee on Alcohol Policy – I’m still talking about Frosh. There were a bunch of different 
reports. There are representatives from everyone at McGill who deals with alcohol. We 
advise on Alcohol Policies at McGill. There is a lot of exciting things happening on the 
committee. Post‐Carnivals, there were many complaints, especially about Science. Nobody 
has made any big moves yet, but people were a little concerned. Health Services is working 
on a health awareness project. There will be photo booths on campus that ask you 
questions and you can take pictures for free. Look out for it, it will be on campus. Also, the 
university commission on alcohol on campus made an evaluation about all alcohol‐related 
activities, I haven’t seen it yet. We are trying to receive it. Western has a thing called “check 
your drinking”. They like to make people understand what they are doing, and not preach. 
It calculates how much money you are spending with drinking, and also the calorie‐intake. 
It was brought up as something cool, but i expressed concerns with the calorie idea, since 
we are already dealing with eating disorders at McGill. Then, the last thing in my report is 
the GA – ask how you can get involved.  
 
Keresteci: Is the bus trip to Queens happening?  
VP Brown: Last year it happened in October. The only away game at Queens this year was 
on Halloween and 4Floors. I haven’t found another game yet. They aren’t playing Queens 
anymore. It’s a matter of finding a game that we can go to. My other solutions would be to  
either go to a game that is not at Queens or going to a game that is not hockey.  
Mehta: On Tuesdays, Senate is having a special movie night. Maybe you could pick another 
day than Tuesday for the next events?  
VP Brown: Yes. 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D. VP University Affairs, Rebecca Dooley................................................................... 
 
VP Dooley: Senate – we had Senate yesterday, it the shortest Senate ever. We brought 
forward questions on snow removal on campus (they said that they were doing the best 
they could), why the athletics board wasn’t meeting (it doesn’t have a chair right now), and 
about Mac campus shuttle bus. The university has been clear that they had no intention on 
increasing the bus service. They think that it is being misused by students who live 
downtown and go to Mac campus. Mendelson said that if we wanted to institute a fee for 
students to support the shuttle buses, that were possible, but hopefully, we will be able to 
sit down with the Dean or Mendelson to discuss potential solutions to these problems. Feel 
free to talk to myself or senator Marshall. Another issue was that we had a basic motion to 
let senators have laptops. This led into a debate whether senate should be reported? 
Should reports be made public? You cannot communicate during senate. The argument was 
brought up that if we have a reported Senate, people wouldn’t be able to engage in free 
discussion because it would make people feel uncomfortable. The issue isn’t over, but on a 
whole it would be
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Mehta: We sent a listserve, we selected qualified candidates to interview, and the president, 
I and the other senator looked at applications.  
VP Dooley: Have a look at Mcgill.ca/senate/law to get a look at the prospective new 
calendar. Hopefully, next year we will have a better, more interactive course calendar.  
Pedneault: Why doesn’t SSMU assist in the by‐election of the new senators?  
VP Dooley: We



7 
 

VP Olle: We double‐counted the numbers. I had the CEO from Elections McGill there. You 
are welcome to see the ballots to verify my count.  
 
F. President, Ivan Neilson ........................................................................................ 
 
President Neilson: Much that I have has been touched on by other executives. I want to 
touch on the Daycare – for the agreement with the PGSS, we haven’t received anything back 
yet, the PGSS rep said that he changed some language, but otherwise that should be okay. 
As to the Ancillary fees – the total amount of these won’t increase more than $15 in a year. 
Controlling for inflation, that is not that bad. As to the Sustainability project – I have had a 
coordinator working in the cafeteria on recycling and recycling polystyrene. There is a 
process to recycle it and it is turned into plastic furniture. As for the Generation Pact 
projects, I am still waiting for the second‐phase projects. We are looking into creative 
accounting so that we can pay people although we haven’t received money. Also, some fees 
are expiring this semester. The Tribune will be renewing their fee and going independent 
at the same time. I got a proposal from the Plate Club for a long‐term plan, as soon as they 
have replenished their group of volunteers, they should be up and running. We have also 
met with the Presidential Affairs committee, and we started drafting terms of reference, 
and looked into UA and External Committee. Then, the WUSC scholarship fee is used to 
bring refugees to McGill to study. They are having trouble finding eligible refugees, so they 
have their own ideas for broadening the terms of reference, but they also asked for ideas 
from us. As for the University Centre lease, I have submitted the proposal, it will be 
circulated among senior administrators. The schedule for GA is out – we already got on the 
faculty listserves, we are already postering. We tried as much as possible to start early with 
listserves. I scheduled meetings with faculty councils. On the February 4th meeting, I would 
like to distribute more responsibilities. The date should be February 10th at 5.30. I got to 
ask my question at Senate. They basically described what they did. We don’t have a formal 
body overseeing the fees we are paying Athletics. Finally, we are planning a succession 
workshop for interested students. It can be a big decision and help people to know what 
they want to do. As for the Presidential Round Table, I would encourage people to attend or 
to submit points to the agenda.  
 
Pedneault: With regards to the WUSC – there are many refugee organizations in Montreal 
that might be able to give information?  
President Neilson: They just wanted to loosen the terms of reference. It is conditional on 
them being accepted to McGill.  
Woolf: I think the GA posters are great. Do you agree?  
President Neilson: Yes. It was the product of some executive brainstorming, especially by 
VP Brown and our in‐house designer.  
Keresteci: Can we find the information about the GA on the SSMU website?  
President Neilson: Yes. It’s under “about” and “GA”. The dates should be on the separate GA 
website.  
VP Brown: There will be another listserve with a link to the GA website. There is also a 
pamphlet on decision‐making bodies, with more information.  
VP Ronderos‐Morgan: Would you consider yourself a post‐revolutionary conservative 
because of your quote at the beginning? 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President Neilson: I just go to quotations page and pick ones that are deep and thoughtful.  
GArofalo: What are the Dutch students going to do?  
President Neilson: We have a tour of the buildings for them from 1 to 4 on Monday, and on 
Tuesday. If you want to come, they would probably be interested. They want to talk to as 
many students as possible.  
Abaki: Does McGill advertize the scholarship to the wide public?  
President Neilson: I believe that applicants are suggested to them by WUSC.  
 
7. Reports of Committees .................................................................................................... 
A. Executive Committee........................................................................................... 
 
President Neilson: Most of this is very straightforward. We filled the accounts receivable 
clerk’s responsibilities temporarily.  
 
VP Brown: Motion to ratify the Executive Committee report.  
 
Motion to ratify the Executive Committee report passed.  
 
B. Finance Committee........................................................................................................................... 
 
VP Diaz: We gave out money. I stand for questions.  
Rooney: The McGill Debate Union should be self‐funded, shouldn’t it?  
VP Diaz: They are having a conference, we already had funded them a lot, so we gave them 
$500.  
Keresteci: How is the Ambassador Fee advertized?  
VP Diaz: It has gone out on the faculty listserves and clubs and services listserve.  
Abdullah: Did those clubs file formal applications? What are the criteria?  
VP Diaz: It is very similar to CLF. The application is prefaced by a list of requirements. It’s 
for students that represent McGill either by hosting events on campus or by going to events 
for McGill. For example Law Symposiums, Management case competitions, etc.  
 
To: Motion to ratify the Finance Committee report.  
 
Motion to ratify the Finance Committee report passed.  
 
C. Equity Committee........................................................................................................................ 
 
Hann: I’m dealing with planning the Social Justice Days, it will be really exciting. The 
membership – unfortunately, two memberships of the committee informed me that they 
are unable to take the commitment with this committee. We had to make a call‐out for 
other members of the committee. Due to the lack of members, the new draft of the Equity 
policy has been pushed back until we have quorum again. Then, for the draft equity policy, 
the basic intention will stay the same, the old equity policy will be still there. It will clarify 
the main points and concerns of the Equity Policy. We had two meetings with Choose Life. 
We discussed each others’ expectations of the process. There will be in camera sessions, 
and we agreed that it would be preferable to have closed sessions, because more open 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dialogue would follow, and it is stated in SSMU by‐laws that committees of council are 
allowed to have closed sessions. We had a rocky start to the first couple of meetings. We 
had to clear away misunderstandings. Choose Life emphasized that they thought they had 
done nothing wrong, and wanted examples with reference to SSMU’s Equity Policy to what 
was wrong. The committee agreed that it would be better use to face the reality of the 
situation and to move forward instead of explaining the actions of SSMU Council. Choose 
Life understands SSMU’s necessity of creating an environment that is safe for everyone. We 
started suggestions that Choose Life could do: For the distribution of fals
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Omer: As the committee of SSMU that has been charged with the review of the Equity 
Committee, don’t you feel that the Equity Committee’s report should depend on the 
decision of this body and that it should be able to explain decisions of this council?  
Hann: we have spent a lot of time talking about that issue, once we reviewed the policy, it 
might be better to move forward with reference to the new policy.  
Omer: Will the new policy apply retroactively or is any offense according to the past policy? 
Would they still have the right to inquire the committee’s view on breaches thereof?  
Hann: The new policy will be put in place to clear up definitions and put into place clear 
understanding. With the new policy in place, they will get a sense of what offenses have 
been committed.  
Omer: Don’t you feel that a specialized body in Equity would be able to offer a better insight 
in what action had occurred?  
Hann: If you would like to present your recommendations to me, you are welcome to.  
Rooney: How would you combat them from handing out false information?  
Hann: They have come to us and said that there would be prior knowledge and 
responsibility of them for information. 
VP Dooley: These things were given to us at the end of the whole meeting, we haven’t 
discussed them in detail yet. We would be thankful for all recommendations, though.  
President Neilson: Could you clarify the revisions?  
Hann: We will be changing the policy statement, the complaint process, as well as other 
processes, and clarify the definitions so that anybody, regardless of their knowledge of 
equity, would understand it.  
Woolf: Was this the first, foremost and very basic meeting of a very long process?  
Hann: Yes.  
Woolf: Would you say that the Equity Committee’s job is to elucidate the policy to the club, 
rather than the decision of council?  
Hann: Yes.  
Pedneault: Is Equity Committee prepared that the club status may not be restarted?  
Hann: It is obviously a possibility, we are hoping that this will never happen, we are hoping 
that the two bodies can come to an agreement and asi
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President Neilson: I find that the council section is poorly written and outdated right now, 
and as somebody who helped VP VP Olle with the wording, functionally, we aren’t changing 
a lot. We are settling on a solution that works well for us. It allows council to govern itself 
and be more efficient. I will yield the time to the floor.  
Newburgh: We received these friendly amendments: “Section 2.4.3 : Council shall not take a 
position on external, extremely divisive issues that are unrelated to the operation of the 
students’ Society” – “In the event that a councillor deems an issue pursuant to the provision 
in 2.4.3, council may only take a position on the issue pending a two‐thirds majority vote of 
council.” And “Replace Article 4.1 with the following: Councillors joining at or after the 
second Fall meeting shall be ‘elected by vote of council to a committee’ instead of 
‘appointed to a committee by the executive committee’. 
 
Abaki: Motion to bring up a hostile amendment: [reads hostile amendment 1: Revert point 
7.1 and 7.2 to the original wording.]  
Newburgh: Amendments cannot be made to hostile amendments. I invite the other of the 
hostile amendment to be the first speaker.  
Abaki: Somebody said something for freedom of speech, I would like to bring forward more 
legislation for greater accountability. “As soon as possible” is not very clear. We have seen 
some motions brought before council that were very important. We haven’t discussed 7.1 
and 7.2. We did use it at the consideration of the budget. Changing bylaws is equally 
important. I strongly urge councillors to support article 10.1 as it was. There is no reason 
that the speakers can’t post the motions on the SSMU website for general information. With 
more time, councillors can actually consider the documents that are brought before us. The 
by‐laws protect the integrity of the Society. If you don’t have time to look at any documents, 
look at the by‐law changes. It is extremely important that councillors have enough time to 
look at them.  
Yu: I think that the reversion of the original rules is unnecessary ‐ it shouldn’t be so urgent 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make by‐law changes that are conflicting with other by‐laws. If there was a committee 
charged in reviewing it, such errors wouldn’t happen.  
Yu: I would like that we would put things in perspective. Our constitutional by‐laws govern 
everything. This motion is one of the important ones. It does put another layer of 
bureaucracy on there. It’s about by‐laws, not immediate executive actions. I do not see how 
this motion could be opposed.  
Omer: Would the existence of a Constitutional Review Committee need for every by‐law 
change to go through the committee?  
Newburgh: [reads mandate of Constitutional Review Committee]. If there are by‐laws that 
come to the council, they can, but don’t have to go through the committee.  
Yu: On reflection, my answer is no.  
Woolf: Point of Information – isn’t the constitution only subject to referenda? Isn’t it also at 
the Speaker’s discretion if something is constitutionally valid?  
Newburgh
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Abaki: I really think that we are all aware what is going on in Haiti. AUS, SUS and other 
faculty organizations have done a fantastic job in reacting to the crisis. The AUS’s 
fundraising efforts do stop on Monday, though. Many of us care about this issue. I cannot 
understand the pain that the people are going through. We are all going through many 
things, but the people in Haiti are going through a lot. We are very privileged, and we 
should show compassion. It would be in good faith for SSMU to go ahead and raise funds. 
The capital of Haiti has been reduced to rubble, so it will take a long time and require long‐
term as well as short‐term measures. I know that there is already being things done, but 
here you cannot do enough. We can show our leadership and show how we care not only 
about students here. I have spoken to the AUS Council, the Black Student Network, and 
other organizations. But SSMU should provide all resources that they can. The VP External 
has expressed the possibility of starting off these funds. We are having a meeting later on to 
discuss our strategy. It will take Haiti a long time to recover, and SSMU can reach out to 
over 20,000 students. We should all get on board.  
Ma: Efforts towards Haiti have already been started. But as SSMU, we have greater power 
to connect more people. We can make more happen for united efforts that will make 
greater achievements.  
Briones: Some people I know didn’t know what was going on, so having this motion passed 
will combat apathy and raise awareness for the poverty of Haiti. It will help Haiti re‐
establish itself. Yay!  
VP Ronderos‐Morgan: I am very in favour of this. PGSS has a fundraising plan of its own. 
Everyone should be informed what has been going on. This effort will potentially lead to 
joining forces with them, it is important that our initiative is in concert with other 
initiatives on campus. I really hope that council ends up being collaborative with other 
initiatives on campus.  
PGSS Rep: I speak in favour of this motion. We had a panel discussion and will have a nd all 
aparty, money will go towards Doctors without Borders, there will also be many other 
events. We could have one pool of money coming from McGill students. It’s a tragedy that 
affects all of us.  
Korena: The AUS have been fundraising since the last Thursday, and are probably up to 
$16,000 by Monday. McGill security is cVP Ollecting for the Red Cross, and we will be 
helping security do that. They want to have an agent walking around with a student. Please 
choose the Red Cross, Oxfam, or Doctors without Borders if you want to donate, as those 
are all very recognized initiatives.  
Newburgh: There was a friendly amendment: “Be It Further Resolved that SSMU will 
donate $400 out of the External Affairs budget.” 
 
Yu: I just want to raise the concern of who we are going to donate to. I don’t think that the 
victims are victims of a natural disaster, but of poor infrastructure. It has gone from a self‐
sufficient economy to a huge rice importer, and the IMF has cut public sector income in 
half. So who are we paying? Port‐au‐Prince is under military command of the US Aircraft. 
Considering the US‐Haitian history, the US controlling the airport isn’t great. Are we paying 
for the airplanes circling the air, or the people on the ground?  
VP Dooley: We should be aware that we give this to organizations that we can trust. This is 
setting a precedent, we haven’t done this in the past and we should be aware that students 
might expect that in the future. 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Mehta: I find this motion is very poorly planned, it should be very much more detailed who 
we are going to donate to, and apparently, the transportation of aid is difficult too. There 
are also way too many groups supporting Haiti, just starting up more and more small 
projects is worse than combining it all. I reject all but the clause that Sebastian contribute 
money. 
Woolf: Maybe we should consider supporting a local Haitian organization instead of a great 
international organization. 
Pedneault: I would hope that any long‐term effort of ensuring stability in Haiti would take 
into consideration that many of our leaders – US and Canada – have been complicit in 
supporting the previous government and the ousting of several Haitian leaders. The fact 
that there will be a meeting in Montreal of Canadian, American and IMF officials amongst 
others is emblematic of the situation.  
Newburgh: A resolved clause has been added: “Be it further resolved that council strike a 
committee to lead these efforts.” 
Omer: Motion to previous question.   
Motion to previous question passed.  
Resolution Regarding Haiti Relief Efforts passed.  
 
10.E Discussion pertaining to the Principals’ Task Force 
 
VP Dooley: I got input from Councillor Keresteci, and this is what we came up with, it’s a 
condensed version of the main points. The Task Force is on Diversity, Excellence, and 
Community Engagement. It’s only an advisory committee, so we just want to get our main 
recommendations on the record, but the Principal will decide what to take up. In the topic 
of diversity, we will recommend that accessibility of education is key to reach out to 
marginalized communities, and it also needs an accommodating, equitable environment. 
Then, we asked the question, what even is excellence at the undergraduate level? McGill 
tends to measure excellence along external comparisons. We should recommend that 
internal evaluation of excellence is important too. We know that McGill is Montreal’s 
favourite institution and that they all love that we’re here. For some reason, Concordia 
doesn’t have the same problem as us. We should look into more engagement with local and 
community groups. If our local commuters feel like outsiders in our community, how will 
the local community feel?  
Garofalo: What is wrong with the word diverse?  
VP Dooley: How it is usually appropriated.  
Zaidi: What you said about accessibility, McGill is having a double discourse; while McGill is 
planning to raise tuition, they want to reach out to marginalized communities.  
VP Dooley: That is true. One thing that students have often brought up is that we are 
diverse in a racial or other way, but not economically.  
VP Brown: Some feel that residences are an overrepresented minority of our students. 
There is an entire network of advisors etc for residences, but nothing similar exists for non‐
residence people. 
VP Dooley: This is only a bullet‐point form of our points. We reflect that, I believe.  
Pedneault: Would no‐tuition policy help to include marginalized communities? Would you 
like to suggest that? 
VP Dooley: I would like to do that. 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10F. Guest speakers – TaCEQ Executives.  
 
VP Ronderos‐Morgan: This is an i
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Jegou : Actuellement, le TaCEQ fait une grande différence sur le plan provincial. Des 
organisations indépendantes jadis avaient beaucoup de mouvement, et de pouvoir, et ca 
fait une grande différence. On crée une situation unique ou on est entre un mouvement 
radical, et un mouvement très organisé. Dans 5 ans, on espère que les relations seront plus 
horizontales et moins verticales.  
VP Ronderos‐Morgan : The TaCEQ is presenting itself for the first time as a third option, 
especially within the more radical ASSE and the more institutionalized FEUQ, and having a 
more horizontal structure in which the member organizations have a lot of say sets an 
important precedent In 5 years, the structure of the student movement will probably 
become different, become more horizontal with greater independence.  
VP Diaz: Quelles sont votres stratégies d’agrandissement de la TaCEQ ; comment vous 
organisez‐vous ? 
Jegou: We have membership in Sherbrooke, the UQTR movement have left the FEUQ and 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11. Confidential Session ...................................................................................................... 
12. Adjournment.................................................................................................................10.49 


