
SSMU Council Meeting 

Thursday, October 1st, 2009 
 

Attendance: Pauline Gervais, Sarah Olle, Tom Fabian, Nick Drew, Annie Ma, David Marshall, 

Sarah Woolf, Sebastian Ronderos-Morgan, Corey Omer, Joel Lightbound, Marco Garofalo, 

Joshua Abaki, Ivan Neilson, Jose Diaz, Myriam Desrosiers, Emil Briones, Mitran Mehta, 

Rebecca Dooley, Lorna Sampson, Alexandra Brown, Lauren Hudak, Zach Newburgh, Janina 

Grabs, Billi Wun, Xiao Yu, Daniel Keresteci, Taunia Rifai Archer, Mark Bay, Jade Calver, 

Donnie Gagliardi, Barbara Dourley, ZiLi Wang, .  

 

 

1. Call to Order 6.25 





A. VP University Affairs, Rebecca VP Dooley 
 

VP Dooley: I will just draw attention to some points in my report. A research project is 

happening right now, on student employment at McGill, we are looking at the existing 

labour allowed, and are also conducting research on student services and undergraduate 

student research, McGill published very high percentages of which we are sceptical. The 

New Equity Commissioner is Jonathan Hann, he is great. Then, the Academic Round Table 

is composed of myself and the VP Academics of different faculties, and I would like to see 

great thing come out of meetings. As for the university committees – thank you for all who 

volunteered to sit on one, but there are still some that are open. If you are interested in 

sitting on one, please contact me. On October 15th, we have Senate, some questions may 

relate to rights for francophone students and Mac Shuttle. I sent out a memo for early 

release of the exam schedule, and the tentative exam schedule will be published next week, 



been books stolen or missing, there are some books in our inventory that we don’t actually 

have, so we have started the process of counting all our holdings, and are now in the 

process of updating this with new information. We have changed the inventory system to a 

system called ProphetLine. This was a decision of Operations Committee of last year and 

the bookstore manager, but there had to be modifications made, and the final version was 

delivered way before the deadline. Therefore, we have not been able to switch to the new 

system yet, that will hopefully happen in the Fall transition. Right now, we are having many 

sales during the busy period of Semester, but then,



by February, and afterwards there would be the possibility for us to apply. We also talked 

about the MBA tuition hike – she said that McGill hadn’t follow the proper procedures, and 

theoretically needed the approval of the Minister of Education to move forward with this. 

Finally, we asked for the deadlines for the discussed governance bills –  the education 

committee hearings will be concluded on October 6th, and then there will be information 

sessions to review the proposed legislation. Finally, for the Tuition truth website – it is only 

waiting for final content before it will be officially re-launched. Also, a SSMU employee, my 

campaigns coordinator, resigned and I am in the process of looking for a new campaigns 

coordinator.  

 

Questions: 

 

Mehta: Regarding MBA tuition hike, how would students doing MBA be affected if McGill 

has to suffer repercussions from the Ministry?  

 

VP Ronderos-Morgan: She was not forthcoming with an answer, she was only saying that 

McGill had trespassed the proper procedures. She wouldn’t give me any further answers.  

 







 

VP Diaz: Motion to ratify exec report (Seconded by VP Dooley) 

 

Motion to ratify exec report passed.  

 

Omer: Motion to table the guest speakers (Seconded by VP Diaz) 

 

Motion to table guest speakers passed.  

 

7. Old Business 

A. Council Committee Elections  
Hudak: Ballots will be distributed. Blurbs are avai



 

VP Olle: We mention pornography in our by-laws, apparently, SSMU takes a stand again 

pornography, but I don’t know whether that has really a place in our by-laws, I will bring it 

next week as well.  

 

 *requires leave of council 

 

D. Motion RE: Fall Electoral Period* 
 

President Neilson: These are the dates for the Fall electoral period, the referendum period 

and the elections for the First Year Council. The Nomination period is from October 12th to 

November 2nd, we wanted to leave it open for as long as possible in order to encourage 

more candidates. Another thing to note is that the deadline for referendum questions is 

October 16th. The first candidates will be meeting on November 2nd, polling will be on the 

6th, polling closed on the 12th. Are there any questions about this?  

 

Questions: 

Abaki: What elections can we expect?  

President Neilson: All of the First Year Council Executive. Otherwise, there will only be 

referendum questions.  

 

Ma: Motion to approve motion RE: Fall Electoral period (Seconded by Wun). 

 

Motion RE: Fall Electoral Period passed.   

 

 

E. Resolution Regarding Echoes of the Holocaust Event*  
 

VP Olle: This is not as fun as the previously mentioned motions. The question at hand is: Does 

the Choose Life Event “Echoes of the Holocaust” so contravene the SSMU Equity Policy and 

Constitution to such an extent that it should be ce







VP Olle: In terms of taking away the Club Status, please refer to the section in my Exec 

report.  

Hudak: Technically not in the resolution.  

Wun: Since they are a SSMU club, can we mandate them not to have the event?  

VP Olle: You can add that into the resolution, and propose that we should mandate them to 

stop the event. However, I received no notification



 

Motion to move out of the committee of the whole approved.  

 





Policy:  

  



private setting, so instead of censuring the event, we should offer the ability to a pro-choice 

club to hold their own seminar. We should face controversial issues head-on, by censuring 

events, we are close-minded. This is reality, the Holocaust happened, and although the 

marketing of this event was extremely distasteful, the freedom of free speech very 

important, it is the foundation of our Western society, so I feel that we should defend 

personal freedom over opinion.  

VP Dooley: I want to speak briefly to councillors. We have the responsibility to encourage 

free speech on campus, but also, this body has responsibility to maintain the safety and 

respect of our students. I don’t feel that this event can be defended by free speech, because 

it does not promote academic discussion, somebody who would go to the event and speak 

against it would run the risk of being demonized, we have the responsibility to uphold our 

constitution and our equity policy. We have a responsibility especially to marginalized 

students without a voice in greater society.  

Woolf: My views on this matter have been heard a lot. I would like to clarify – this 

university is not quasi-private, it is public university, so that not an argument. The point 

continuously brought up is the freedom of speech infringement through this motion. People 

are encouraged at all times to come together and practice their right of free speech, but a 

club status is not important for that. We are beheld to our constitution and the equity 

policy, so we don’t have a choice in this matter, we all agree that marginalizing particular 

groups on campus is bad. Our constitution is telling us that we have to do something about 

it, so I suggest we change the conversation to what we are going to do.  

Omer: In terms of striking funding – is the amendment unconstitutional?  

VP Olle: Funding and club status are entirely separate, remove funding does not take away 

club status at all.  

Gallery: I spoke to Jeanette..., who debated Jose Ruba at Carlton university, and she said 

that he will make every point he can, his images are a show of gore, they are not medically 

possible, he showed many images of bloody vulvas, none of the women attending could 

speak afterwards in the discussion, they felt harassed, and I would not feel comfortable of 

submitting women to this objectification.  

Bay: I would like to move to previous question (Seconded by Wun).  

 

Move to previous question approved.  

Omer: I would like to motion to divide the question, and vote on the first two “be it 

resolved” clauses separately from the last ones (Seconded by Yu). 

 

Motion to divide the question failed.  

 

Dourley: Motion to secret ballot (Seconded by Fabian) 

Motion to secret ballot passed.  

 

Hudak: If you are for it, write pro, if you are against it, write con.  

Motion passes with 25 affirmations, 2 negations, 2 abstentions.  

Hudak: The recording secretary would like to invite all speakers who read a prepared 

speech to bring their text up to her if they deem a verbatim account in the minutes 

important.  

 



F. Amendment Regarding Elections Posters*  
VP Brown: This motion is something that seems very trivial but I think it is a big deal. Every 

year, during election period, people find out how many posters they can print. Most of the 





4.5 If the number of students who are unable to vote as noted in 4.3 and 4.4 interferes with 

the Committee’s ability to achieve quorum, the chair will refer the matter to council which 

will appoint a Councillor (“replacement”) to replace the student who has declared a conflict 

(“conflicted student”).  

4.5.1 The replacement will remain as a voting member of the Committee until such a time 

as the conflicted student, in conjunction with the 


