
February	  9,	  2012	  

SSMU	  Legislative	  Council	  Meeting	  #2	  
1) Call	  to	  Order	  	  
8:12pm	  
2)	  	  Attendance	  	  
The	  attendance	  was	  circulated.	  
3)	  	  Adoption	  of	  the	  Agenda	  	  
There	  was	  a	  motion	  to	  move	  item	  4f.	  before	  item	  4a.	  and	  another	  motion	  to	  move	  
health	  and	  dental	  plan	  from	  4f.	  to	  4b.	  A	  third	  motion	  was	  put	  forward	  to	  add	  
“Motion	  re:	  SSMU	  statement	  regarding	  occupation.”	  These	  motions	  passed	  with	  a	  
2/3	  majority	  and	  were	  added	  to	  the	  agenda.	  	  
4)	  	  New	  Business	  	  

4a.	  Referendum	  Question	  Re:	  CKUT	  Opt-‐Out	  
Vice-‐President	  Fraser	  said	  that	  this	  motion	  requires	  CKUT	  to	  put	  forward	  
referendum	  questions	  about	  the	  natur	  of	  its	  fee.	  This	  question	  has	  been	  created	  not	  
only	  in	  consultation	  with,	  but	  CKUT	  have	  drafted	  this	  together	  with	  McGill	  
mandates.	  	  
	  
Councillor	  Chaini	  said	  that	  this	  is	  not	  an	  existence	  question?	  
CKUT	  referendum	  from	  the	  gallery	  answered	  Kaitlyn	  Mac	  works	  as	  funding	  and	  
outreach	  coordinator,	  they	  will	  be	  acknowledging	  existence	  and	  rewrote	  a	  couple	  of	  
things	  in	  consultation	  with	  them.	  They	  are	  attempting	  to	  become	  non	  opt-‐outable	  
like	  other	  two	  media	  outlets	  McGill	  Daily	  and	  Tribune.	  
	  
A	  motion	  to	  previous	  question	  passed.	  	  
	  
With	  23	  in	  favour,	  1	  opposed,	  and	  zero	  abstentions	  this	  passed.	  
	  

4b.	  Referendum	  Question	  Re:	  SSMU	  Health	  and	  Dental	  Plan	  Referendum	  
Question	  

Vice-‐President	  Patel	  said	  that	  the	  whereas	  clauses	  were	  amended	  to	  read	  of	  $184.60	  
for	  full-‐year	  coverage	  and	  provides	  international	  students	  wl
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Brittany	  said	  that	  AISEQ	  works	  with	  student	  associations	  all	  across	  the	  country	  and	  
it	  is	  important	  that	  this	  is	  refreshed	  so	  that	  this	  is	  put	  forward	  to	  students.	  	  
	  
President	  Knight	  asked	  about	  the	  health	  and	  dental	  and	  international	  students.	  She	  
asked	  if	  there	  is	  a	  separate	  amount	  for	  health	  only.	  	  
Vice-‐President	  Patel	  said	  that	  the	  amount	  has	  been	  provided	  overall	  and	  the	  dental	  
will	  also	  increase,	  but	  there	  is	  not	  a	  specific	  amount	  for	  that.	  It’s	  hard	  to	  predict	  both	  
separately.	  	  The	  breakdown	  would	  be	  roughly	  $130	  for	  health	  and	  $90	  for	  dental.	  	  
	  
Councillor	  Clarke	  asked,	  referring	  to	  the	  survey,	  whether	  there	  was	  any	  clear	  
majority	  for	  students	  who	  wanted	  an	  increase.	  
Vice
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Chair	  Tong	  said	  that	  there	  are	  friendly	  amendments.	  
President	  Knight	  explained	  that	  these	  amendments	  were	  recommendations	  by	  the	  
SSMU’s	  legal	  Council.	  	  
	  
There	  were	  no	  questions.	  Debate	  began	  on	  this	  motion:	  
	  
Zach	  Newburgh	  U3	  middle	  east	  studies	  said	  he	  has	  several	  concerns	  about	  this	  
particular	  referendum	  question	  because	  the	  Judicial	  Board	  is	  enshrined	  in	  
democracy	  in	  which	  there	  was	  a	  court	  system	  established	  to	  ensure	  that.	  This	  
referendum	  question	  seeks	  to	  destroy	  that	  value	  in	  the	  Students	  Society	  of	  McGill	  
University.	  This	  would	  be	  down	  voting	  democracy	  and	  democratic	  process.	  Zach	  
said	  he	  had	  long	  conversation	  with	  Maggie	  Knight	  and	  said	  that	  in	  receiving	  legal	  
advice	  and	  information	  there	  is	  quite	  a	  bit	  to	  say	  on	  this.	  One	  might	  have	  heard	  the	  
questions	  he	  had	  about	  whether	  suspending	  the	  Judicial	  Board	  contravenes	  Quebec	  
law.	  If	  individuals	  choose	  that	  they	  would	  like	  more	  information	  and	  would	  like	  it	  in	  
writing.	  The	  Board	  of	  Directors,	  after	  receiving	  advice	  on	  this	  matter,	  should	  
consider	  whether	  they	  are	  sure	  the	  information	  they	  have	  is	  accurate.	  I
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Councillor	  Crawford	  said	  that	  in	  the	  general	  tone	  of	  the	  debate	  there	  is	  a	  lot	  of	  
prefacing	  about	  legality,	  though	  no	  one	  here	  has	  legal	  degrees,	  yet	  there	  is	  lots	  of	  
speculation.	  
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would	  assume	  that	  they	  would	  not	  overturn	  something	  that	  is	  not	  illegal.	  How	  
would	  they	  address	  issues	  when	  they	  are	  not	  lawyers?	  
President	  Knight	  said	  that’s	  the	  reason	  why	  we	  have	  a	  lawyer	  on	  retainer.	  They	  will	  
obviously	  be	  presenting	  the	  constitution	  and	  Co"4":63:
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Councillor	  Fletcher	  said	  that	  including	  non	  law	  faculty	  members	  should	  increase	  
representation	  but	  J-‐Board	  is	  not	  a	  representative	  Body,	  this	  Council	  is	  a	  
representative	  Body.	  Case	  law	  tradition	  might	  create	  potential	  conflicts	  of	  interests	  
and	  bad	  precedent.	  
	  
President	  Kngiht	  said	  that	  more	  knowledge	  of	  campus	  issues	  and	  environment	  
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Vice-‐President	  Pedneualt	  said	  that	  Councillor	  Clarke	  mentioned	  earlier	  that	  natural	  
justice	  is	  what	  we	  follow.	  There	  are	  two	  rules	  that	  ntural	  justice	  is	  concerned	  with	  
(according	  to	  Wikipedia,	  consultant	  for	  all	  things	  worldly):	  rule	  against	  bias	  (setting	  
precedents	  so	  that	  no	  one	  is	  politico),	  and	  right	  to	  a	  fair	  hearing.	  
	  
A	  motion	  to	  previous	  question	  passed.	  
With	  a	  vote	  of	  18	  for,	  2	  against,	  and	  1	  abstention	  this	  motion	  passed.	  
	  
Vice-‐President	  Clare	  motion	  to	  suspend	  the	  rules	  to	  amend	  the	  agenda	  to	  Notice	  of	  
Motion	  4f.	  This	  passed.	  
	  

4d.	  Notice	  of	  Motion	  Re:	  Equity	  Policy	  Amendments	  
Vice-‐President	  Clare	  said	  that	  as	  equity	  commissioner	  last	  year,	  there	  were	  a	  lot	  of	  
complaints	  about	  the	  current	  equity	  policy.	  This	  should	  be	  more	  consistent	  in	  its	  
recommendation	  as	  a	  decision-‐making	  body.	  If	  you	  have	  any	  questions	  please	  let	  
her	  know.	  	  
	  
Equity	  commissioner	  Ryan	  said	  that	  to	  clarify	  the	  memo,	  the	  changes	  are	  specific	  to	  
the	  policy	  and	  a	  shorter	  synopsis	  should	  be	  made	  to	  the	  changes	  being	  made.	  This	  is	  
from	  a	  feminist	  organization.	  These	  changes	  address	  the	  lack	  of	  appeals	  process,	  
transparency,	  dealing	  with	  potential	  conflicts	  of	  interest,	  oppressing	  complaints	  
brought	  to	  equity	  officers,	  and	  that	  final	  decisions	  should	  come	  to	  this	  Council.	  This	  
Council	  is	  not	  trained	  in	  equity	  and	  these	  issues	  should	  add	  detail	  to	  the	  policy	  itself	  
and	  the	  changes	  at	  SSMU.	  He	  said	  he	  is	  highlighting	  some	  major	  changes	  in	  language	  
and	  structure.	  Under	  the	  sub-‐heading	  “changes	  to	  scope,”	  it	  is	  now	  outlined	  in	  the	  
policy	  that	  if	  the	  complaint	  has	  to	  do	  with	  criminal	  offenses,	  the	  equity	  officers	  may	  
serve	  as	  a	  resource	  to	  the	  appropriate	  channels.	  This	  should	  make	  it	  clear	  that	  SSMU	  
cannot	  intervene	  directly	  in	  criminal	  cases	  but	  can	  serve	  as	  a	  resource.	  If	  there	  is	  
any	  Counsel	  needed	  there	  should	  be	  changes.	  Current	  structure	  of	  equity	  sometimes	  
involved	  in	  conflicts	  of	  interest	  or	  recommendation	  makers.	  Current	  structure	  of	  
equity	  officers	  revised	  to	  two	  equity	  officers,	  one	  member	  of	  the	  equity	  committee,	  
and	  one	  member	  of	  the	  SSMU	  Executive	  committee.	  There	  was	  a	  flushing	  out	  of	  solid	  
but	  vague	  outline	  of	  complaints.	  There	  was	  a	  feneral	  lack	  of	  procedure,	  ambiguity,	  
who	  can	  make	  recommendations	  or	  not	  and	  sections	  nine	  to	  eleven	  outlines	  an	  
equity	  violation	  or	  concern	  and	  claimant	  and	  respondent	  are	  able	  to	  come	  with	  a	  
support	  person.	  Section	  10	  outlines	  procedure	  for	  informal	  resolution	  and	  friendly	  
arbitration.	  Full	  records	  must	  be	  kept	  submitted	  by	  both	  claimant	  and	  respondent	  
for	  the	  General	  Manager	  of	  the	  SSMU.	  he	  said	  that	  appeal	  can	  be	  made	  to	  the	  body	  
not	  original	  complaint.	  All	  recommendations	  of	  equity	  officers	  be	  treated	  as	  binding	  
unless	  by	  2/3	  majority	  of	  SSMU	  council.	  	  
	  
Vice-‐President	  Clare	  said	  that	  this	  was	  reviewed	  by	  the	  SSMU’s	  legal	  Counsel	  also	  
and	  if	  we	  think	  he	  is	  of	  sane	  mind	  he	  should	  have	  a	  good	  policy.	  
	  
Chair	  Tong	  said	  this	  serves	  as	  the	  first	  reading.	  Any	  debate	  will	  be	  at	  the	  next	  
meeting	  of	  Council	  on	  March	  1st.	  	  	  
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4h.	  Motion	  Regarding	  SSMU	  Council	  Statement	  On	  James	  Building	  Occupation	  
Vice-‐President	  Pedneualt	  said	  that	  he	  does	  not	  assume	  that	  this	  represents	  
everyone’s	  views	  but	  hopefully	  it	  will	  be	  modified	  as	  we	  see	  fit.	  	  
	  
Senator	  Crawford	  made	  a	  motion	  to	  recess	  for	  five	  minute	  recess	  to	  read	  the	  letter.	  
The	  recess	  was	  granted.	  	  
	  
Debate	  and	  Questions:	  
	  
Crawford	  said	  that	  this	  motion	  fosters	  a	  climate	  of	  dialogue	  following	  these	  events.	  
It	  indicates	  the	  legitimacy	  of	  direct	  action	  tactics	  and	  talks	  about	  difficulties	  of	  
student	  representatives	  because	  of	  6th	  floor	  partiers.	  Democratic	  practices	  were	  
contravened	  in	  terms	  of	  the	  consultation	  and	  that	  should	  be	  part	  of	  the	  process	  
moving	  forward.	  
	  
Vice-‐President	  Pedneault	  read	  the	  statement	  that	  was	  published	  by	  faculty	  
association	  presidents.	  He	  thought	  much	  of	  what	  they	  have	  to	  say	  is	  very	  legitimate,	  
but	  he	  has	  his	  own	  thoughts.	  He	  said	  a	  statement	  from	  Council	  should	  modify	  this	  
and	  suggest	  avenues	  for	  how	  to	  move	  forward.	  He	  has	  a	  couple	  of	  amendments	  to	  
modify	  what	  it’s	  saying.	  It	  would	  say	  after	  the	  first	  paragraph	  “Professor	  
Mendelson’s	  Office”	  is	  ultimately	  responsible	  for	  the	  decision	  not	  to	  recognize	  the	  
outcome	  of	  last	  fall’s	  referendum	  questions.	  He	  said	  he	  would	  like	  to	  extend	  
encouragement	  to	  this	  body	  to	  say	  something	  at	  the	  end	  of	  this	  letter	  about	  taking	  
concrete	  actions	  to	  respond	  the	  events.	  	  
	  
Councillor	  Clarke	  asked	  what	  Vice-‐President	  Pedneault’s	  reservations	  were.	  
Vice
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question	  and	  specific	  content	  of	  what	  is	  being	  protested	  throws	  this	  amendment	  
into	  question.	  	  
	  
Councillor	  Fletcher	  said	  if	  we	  get	  rid	  of	  outpourings	  we	  should	  get	  rid	  of	  extensive.	  
He	  said	  that	  we	  all	  believe	  our	  University	  should	  be	  run	  more	  democratically	  and	  a	  
lot	  of	  information	  has	  come	  up	  on	  both	  sides.	  
	  
Vice-‐President	  Clare	  would	  like	  to	  also	  strike	  “extensive.”	  	  
	  
Councillor	  Clarke	  said	  that	  a	  motion	  to	  strike	  
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to	  know	  exactly	  what	  happened,	  not	  just	  through	  the	  MRO.	  She	  would	  like	  to	  motion	  
to	  table	  this.	  
	  
Councillor	  Fletcher	  said	  that	  he	  disagrees	  with	  putting	  it	  off	  by	  a	  day	  and	  he	  agrees	  
with	  the	  spirit	  of	  providing	  information	  not	  given	  in	  the	  MRO	  e-‐mails.	  The	  
information	  that	  given	  out	  now	  will	  should	  say	  what	  SSMU	  is	  willing	  to	  do	  and	  that	  
they	  are	  willing	  to	  listen.	  	  
	  
Vice-‐President	  Pedneault	  said	  that	  he	  is	  ok	  with	  tabling	  this	  to	  later	  in	  the	  meeting	  
but	  there	  are	  some	  aspects	  of	  the	  texts	  germane	  to	  the	  motion	  today.	  Putting	  this	  out	  
later	  wouldn’t	  be	  relevant.	  It’s	  not	  out	  of	  the	  question	  to	  put	  up	  more	  detail	  about	  
the	  CKUT/QPIRG	  referenda.	  That	  can	  be	  done	  at	  a	  later	  time	  or	  we	  could	  mention	  
that	  in	  the	  letter.	  He	  said	  he	  is	  not	  against	  putting	  that	  in.	  	  
	  
Senator	  Crawford	  said	  that	  tabling	  to	  a	  later	  day	  he	  sees	  is	  unwise.	  This	  has	  been	  
going	  on	  for	  two	  days	  and	  we	  have	  released	  no	  statement.	  In	  terms	  of	  tabling	  it	  to	  
later	  in	  the	  meeting	  he	  says	  that,	  while	  he	  is	  in	  favour	  of	  this	  letter,	  he	  will	  be	  
abstaining	  in	  order	  to	  not	  state	  his	  own	  position.	  He	  would	  like	  this	  motion	  to	  be	  
voted	  on	  tonight,	  fairly	  soon	  so	  that	  he	  gets	  a	  chance	  to	  abstain	  on	  this	  motion.	  	  
	  
President	  Knight	  made	  a	  motion	  to	  suspend	  the	  rules	  to	  amend	  the	  agenda	  to	  move	  
the	  motions	  from	  the	  GA	  right	  before	  adjournment	  and	  table	  the	  current	  matter	  to	  
after	  Reports	  by	  Committees.	  	  
Vice-‐President	  Fraser	  asked	  if	  we	  can	  debate	  that	  motion.	  	  
	  
Councilor	  Bi	  asked	  whether	  putting	  it	  was	  to	  the	  end	  would	  give	  us	  time	  to	  think	  
about	  nullifying	  the	  motion.	  She	  asked	  what	  the	  President’s	  initial	  intent	  is	  to	  table	  
this	  until	  later	  in	  the	  meeting.	  	  
President	  Knight	  said	  that	  it’s	  painful	  go	  through	  this	  letter	  word	  by	  word.	  
	  
Senator	  Crawford	  asked	  to	  make	  a	  motion	  that	  unless	  the	  letter	  deviates	  
substantially	  in	  content	  he	  will	  abstain.	  	  
It	  is	  duly	  and	  clearly	  noted	  that	  Senator	  Crawford	  is	  abstaining	  from	  any	  vote	  on	  this	  
matter.	  	  
	  
Councillor	  Bi	  said	  that	  in	  paragraph	  three,	  she	  would	  like	  to	  move	  to	  amend	  to	  say	  
after	  “direct	  action,”	  put	  the	  phrase“(we	  understand	  the	  motivation)”	  in	  parenthesis,	  
add	  “and	  effectiveness”	  and	  remove	  “and	  form	  part	  of	  the	  reason	  why	  students	  have	  
seats	  on	  governance	  bodies”	  because	  it	  does	  not	  represent	  the	  other	  ways	  in	  which	  
students	  have	  come	  to	  sit	  on	  governance	  bodies.	  Also,	  she	  would	  like	  to	  remove	  
“may	  be”	  and	  replace	  it	  with	  “(are)”	  and	  after	  that	  to	  add	  “Moreover,	  we	  recognize	  
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Councillor	  Fletcher	  said	  by	  saying	  it’s	  effective	  we’re	  tacitly	  condoning	  the	  tactics.	  If	  
we	  say	  we	  understand	  the	  motivations	  it	  neutralizes	  the	  language	  but	  makes	  it	  loud	  
and	  clear	  that	  student	  democracy	  has	  been	  loud	  and	  effective.	  	  
	  
Vice-‐President	  Pedneault	  said	  that	  “understand	  the	  motivation”	  does	  not	  fit	  into	  this	  
sentence	  originally	  put	  forward	  by	  Presidents.

President	  PednePresident	  PedneVice
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happening	  “Moreover,	  we	  recognize	  some	  student	  services	  have	  been	  halted.”	  Vice-‐
President	  Clare	  said	  that	  post-‐doc	  and	  grad	  things	  have	  been	  moved.	  
	  
Vice-‐President	  Clare	  said	  that	  this	  implies	  that	  some	  things	  are	  being	  disrupted.	  
	  
Vice-‐President	  Pedneault	  said	  it	  would	  be	  great	  to	  move	  on	  and	  he	  would	  not	  like	  to	  
accept	  these	  amendments	  as	  friendly
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the	  SSMU	  website	  including	  details	  on	  upcoming	  for	  further	  discussion.”	  Also,	  Fall	  
should	  be	  capitalized	  in	  the	  third-‐to-‐last-‐paragraph.	  Councillor	  Fletcher	  the	  third	  
paragraph	  should	  read	  “However,	  we	  submit	  for	  consideration	  that	  this	  tactic	  
hinders	  some	  of	  student	  representatives’	  work	  on	  university	  committees	  at	  this	  
time.”	  Also	  the	  last	  sentence	  should	  read	  “As	  such,	  the	  SSMU	  Council	  echoes	  the	  call	  
that	  the	  University	  respect	  last	  Fall’s	  referendum	  results”	  (for	  grammatical	  reasons).	  
Vice-‐President	  Clare	  asked	  to	  straw	  poll	  about	  how	  people	  feel	  about	  mentioning	  
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4i.	  Motion	  Re:	  Democracy	  of	  the	  Judicial	  Board	  

Councillor	  Paterson	  read	  the	  resolved	  clauses:	  
	  
Vice-‐President	  Fraser	  said	  that	  it’s	  important	  to	  reinstate	  the	  judicial	  board.	  
	  
Councillor	  Chaini	  made	  a	  motion	  to	  previous	  question.	  
	  
By	  a	  vote	  of	  19-‐0-‐0	  this	  passed.	  
	  

4j.	  Motion	  Re:	  the	  Distribution	  of	  the	  Charity	  Fund	  
Councillor	  Paterson	  said	  that	  the	  application	  criteria	  should	  be	  set	  by	  the	  
community	  engagement	  committee.	  
	  
President	  Knight	  said	  that	  this	  brings	  into	  line	  other	  parts	  of	  SSMU	  and	  keeps	  the	  
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Vice-‐President	  Fraser	  said	  that	  they	  have	  served	  or	  been	  involved	  with	  300	  people.	  
There	  is	  high	  demand	  for	  it	  and	  a	  pretty	  dedicated	  team	  right	  now.	  
President	  Knight	  said	  that	  this	  group	  talked	  to	  the	  Music	  undergraduate	  students	  
association.	  Students	  who	  are	  not	  music	  students	  are	  unable	  to	  make	  use	  of	  practice	  
space,	  but	  this	  group	  would	  rent	  
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Councillor	  Bi	  asked	  if	  there	  are	  any	  future	  CLASSE	  meetings	  so	  that	  she	  could	  speak	  
to	  Executives.	  	  
They	  may	  be	  here	  again	  he	  is	  not	  sure	  ASSE-‐solidarite.qc.ca	  you	  will	  find	  
information	  on	  future	  class	  meetings	  
	  
The	  Executive	  report	  was	  adopted.	  
	  

5c.	  IGC	  report	  
Vice-‐



February	  9,	  2012	  

	  
6f.	  


