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Senator	
  Dinel	
  said	
  that	
  Senate	
  will	
  be	
  happening	
  this	
  Wednesday	
  from	
  2:30-­‐6pm	
  
and	
  they	
  will	
  be	
  discussing	
  asbestos,	
  QPIRG,	
  and	
  building	
  occupations.	
  	
  
	
  
Jade	
  Calver,	
  President	
  of	
  the	
  Arts	
  Undergraduate	
  Society,	
  spoke	
  from	
  the	
  gallery.	
  She	
  
said	
  that	
  Arts	
  Representative	
  Burnett	
  will	
  no	
  longer	
  be	
  holding	
  his	
  position	
  as	
  Arts	
  
representative	
  on	
  SSMU	
  Council.	
  	
  
	
  
Councillor	
  Winer	
  asked	
  if	
  he	
  could	
  address	
  a	
  question	
  to	
  a	
  member	
  of	
  the	
  gallery.	
  	
  
Chair	
  Tong	
  said	
  that	
  questions	
  could	
  be	
  addressed	
  after	
  all	
  announcements	
  have	
  
been	
  made.	
  
	
  
Councillor	
  Shahid	
  read	
  from	
  an	
  e-­‐mail	
  he	
  received	
  from	
  a	
  constituent.	
  The	
  e-­‐mail	
  
expressed	
  that	
  student	
  dialogue	
  is	
  more	
  important	
  than	
  all	
  else	
  and	
  student	
  
opinions	
  should	
  not	
  be	
  silenced.	
  Students	
  provide	
  invaluable	
  use	
  to	
  the	
  
administration	
  and	
  their	
  voice	
  plays	
  a	
  crucial	
  role	
  in	
  the	
  University.	
  He	
  author	
  of	
  the	
  
e-­‐mail	
  is	
  concerned	
  with	
  the	
  way	
  that	
  the	
  6
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majority	
  saying	
  that	
  what	
  the	
  radicals	
  are	
  doing	
  is	
  not	
  ok.	
  One	
  of	
  his	
  colleague
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Councillor	
  Clarke	
  said	
  that	
  another	
  problem	
  he	
  has	
  been	
  facing	
  is	
  that	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  people	
  
have	
  been	
  confusing	
  SSMU’s	
  unresponsiveness	
  with	
  tacit	
  support	
  from	
  SSMU,	
  
especially	
  because	
  there	
  are	
  people	
  involved	
  here	
  who	
  actively	
  endorse	
  what’s	
  
going	
  on.	
  He	
  says	
  it	
  gets	
  harder	
  and	
  harder	
  for	
  him	
  to	
  justify	
  this	
  and	
  it	
  is	
  just	
  
another	
  interest	
  group	
  putting	
  forward	
  their	
  views.	
  The	
  least	
  that	
  he	
  would	
  want	
  
from	
  this	
  discussion	
  is	
  saying	
  that	
  SSMU	
  in	
  no	
  way	
  endorses	
  what	
  is	
  going	
  on.	
  
	
  
Councillor	
  Kryluk	
  built	
  on	
  what	
  Councillor	
  Paterson	
  said	
  earlier.	
  She	
  said	
  that	
  the	
  
faculties	
  that	
  are	
  apathetic	
  usually	
  don’t	
  have	
  a	
  lot	
  to	
  say.	
  Students	
  told	
  her	
  that	
  they	
  
were	
  embarrassed	
  and	
  what	
  was	
  happening	
  was	
  childish.	
  
	
  
Zach	
  Newbugh	
  is	
  wondering	
  how	
  students	
  who	
  have	
  been	
  involved	
  can	
  hope	
  to	
  
work	
  in	
  collaborative	
  and	
  meaningful	
  ways	
  with	
  the	
  administration	
  after	
  having	
  
worked	
  at	
  an	
  event	
  like	
  this.	
  
	
  
Councillor	
  Fletcher	
  read	
  another	
  e-­‐mail	
  from	
  a	
  constituent,	
  Max	
  Zidel.	
  The	
  letter	
  
said	
  that	
  it	
  is	
  important	
  to	
  understand	
  how	
  this	
  weakens	
  student	
  governance.	
  
Students	
  not	
  always	
  appropriate	
  administration.	
  Regardless	
  of	
  MOAs,	
  this	
  belongs	
  
completely	
  in	
  the	
  jurisdiction	
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President	
  Knight	
  said	
  she	
  doesn’t	
  think	
  Council	
  has	
  decided	
  whether	
  they	
  are	
  going	
  
to	
  do	
  anything.	
  There	
  are	
  a	
  number	
  of	
  points	
  she	
  is	
  going	
  to	
  clarify.	
  Max	
  Zidel	
  did	
  
not	
  participate.	
  The	
  Judicial	
  Board	
  Ruling	
  should	
  be	
  released	
  February	
  14th	
  at	
  9am.	
  
A	
  key	
  part	
  of	
  student	
  leaders’	
  role	
  at	
  this	
  point	
  is	
  to	
  help	
  people	
  understand	
  each	
  
other.	
  There	
  is	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  rhetoric	
  and	
  there	
  are	
  groups	
  not	
  being	
  willing	
  to	
  listen.	
  One	
  
form	
  of	
  leadership	
  we	
  can	
  have	
  is	
  that	
  people	
  are	
  not	
  going	
  to	
  have	
  a	
  consensus	
  on	
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in	
  such	
  a	
  way	
  when	
  Councillors	
  were	
  actually	
  occupying	
  and	
  he	
  feels	
  like	
  they	
  
hijacked	
  their	
  position	
  on	
  Council	
  to	
  represent	
  radical	
  student	
  groups	
  on	
  campus.	
  	
  
	
  
Brendan	
  Steven	
  said	
  that	
  this	
  Council	
  has	
  shown	
  its	
  willingness	
  to	
  participate	
  in	
  
debate.	
  It	
  has	
  been	
  willing	
  to	
  endorse	
  QPIRG	
  and	
  CKUT	
  referendum	
  questions.	
  It	
  
would	
  show	
  a	
  lack	
  of	
  leadership	
  and	
  political	
  courage	
  to	
  not	
  debate	
  this	
  now.	
  The	
  
problem	
  is	
  that	
  the	
  occupiers	
  are	
  not	
  willing	
  to	
  debate.	
  They	
  wanted	
  to	
  force	
  the	
  
McGill	
  administration	
  to	
  accept	
  their	
  position	
  through	
  the	
  occupation	
  of	
  the	
  space.	
  
He	
  does	
  not	
  think	
  that	
  one	
  side	
  of	
  the	
  dialogue	
  will	
  be	
  a	
  safe	
  space	
  considering	
  they	
  
were	
  willing	
  to	
  occupy.	
  
	
  
Vice-­‐President	
  Pedneualt	
  said	
  that	
  he	
  wants	
  to	
  read	
  the	
  resolved	
  clauses	
  that	
  the	
  Art	
  
History	
  and	
  Communication	
  Students	
  Student	
  Association	
  put	
  forward	
  regarding	
  
the	
  occupation.	
  Their	
  resolution	
  stated	
  that	
  the	
  occupiers	
  should	
  have	
  access	
  to	
  
food,	
  medicine,	
  and	
  internet.	
  All	
  parties	
  should	
  work	
  toward	
  a	
  peaceful	
  resolution.	
  
He	
  has	
  worked	
  on	
  a	
  statement	
  modeled	
  along	
  the	
  lines	
  of	
  the	
  statement	
  signed	
  by	
  
the	
  faculty	
  association	
  presidents.	
  He	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  print	
  that	
  letter	
  and	
  bring	
  it	
  back	
  
to	
  address	
  the	
  solid	
  concerns	
  that	
  he	
  has	
  been	
  hearing	
  
	
  
Zach	
  Newburgh	
  said	
  that	
  occupiers	
  have	
  access	
  to	
  medicine	
  and	
  food	
  outside	
  of	
  the	
  
administration	
  building.	
  They	
  can	
  feel	
  free	
  to	
  get	
  their	
  food	
  and	
  medicine	
  outside	
  at	
  
their	
  homes.	
  
	
  
Vice-­‐President	
  Fraser	
  said	
  that	
  she	
  thinks	
  this	
  body	
  should	
  be	
  careful	
  of	
  self-­‐
aggrandizing.	
  There	
  are	
  many	
  students,	
  perhaps	
  the	
  85%,	
  who	
  are	
  apathetic.	
  She	
  
finds	
  it	
  problematic	
  that	
  it	
  is	
  only	
  when	
  people	
  want	
  to	
  criticize	
  others’	
  actions	
  and	
  
speak	
  up.	
  She	
  said	
  that	
  she	
  thinks	
  occupation	
  is	
  a	
  legitimate	
  tactic.	
  It	
  is	
  something	
  
people	
  use	
  when	
  they	
  feel	
  frustrated,	
  when	
  those	
  elected	
  don’t	
  represent	
  them,	
  and	
  
when	
  they	
  feel	
  that	
  they	
  don’t	
  have	
  another	
  choice.	
  Students	
  voted	
  and	
  their	
  vote	
  
was	
  not	
  recognized.	
  She	
  added	
  that	
  this	
  may	
  be	
  the	
  21st	
  century	
  but	
  that	
  doesn’t	
  
mean	
  that	
  we	
  shouldn’t	
  have	
  face	
  to	
  face	
  contact.	
  That	
  can	
  be	
  part	
  of	
  a	
  discussion	
  
about	
  whether	
  we	
  should	
  have	
  GAs	
  online	
  or	
  not.	
  Dialogue	
  is	
  a	
  very	
  productive	
  
thing,	
  but	
  student	
  leaders	
  were	
  not	
  respected	
  by	
  McGill,	
  and	
  we	
  do	
  not	
  have	
  that	
  
much	
  power.	
  	
  
	
  
Brendan	
  Steven	
  from	
  the	
  gallerysaid	
  let’s	
  be	
  realistic	
  about	
  the	
  democratic	
  aspects	
  
of	
  SSMU.	
  He	
  said	
  that	
  16%	
  of	
  students	
  voted	
  in	
  favour	
  of	
  moving	
  the	
  GA	
  online,	
  so	
  
let’s	
  not	
  be	
  putting	
  forward	
  a	
  democratic	
  membership	
  that	
  doesn’t	
  exist.	
  Student	
  
apathy	
  on	
  campus	
  is	
  a	
  problem	
  and	
  the	
  moment	
  that	
  students	
  stand	
  up	
  and	
  speak,	
  
the	
  Council	
  should	
  respond	
  in	
  a	
  way	
  that	
  represents	
  students.	
  Now	
  is	
  the	
  time	
  to	
  
respond	
  to	
  student	
  concerns	
  when	
  they	
  are	
  saying	
  that	
  it	
  is	
  not	
  ok.	
  	
  
	
  
Senator	
  Dinel	
  said	
  just	
  to	
  answer	
  that	
  brief	
  statement,	
  it’s	
  really	
  easy	
  to	
  click	
  a	
  
button	
  and	
  say	
  join	
  an	
  event.	
  She	
  received	
  no	
  e-­‐mails.	
  She	
  is	
  done	
  pointing	
  fingers.	
  It	
  
is	
  important	
  to	
  discuss	
  these	
  issues	
  on	
  behalf	
  of	
  students.	
  Whether	
  you	
  agree	
  or	
  not,	
  
let’s	
  stop	
  throwing	
  rocks	
  because	
  it’s	
  time	
  to	
  be	
  productive.	
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Councillor	
  Paterson	
  asked	
  if	
  we	
  can	
  get	
  students	
  who	
  have	
  not	
  spoken	
  already	
  to	
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Councillor	
  Kunev	
  said	
  he	
  wanted	
  to	
  address	
  the	
  point	
  about	
  the	
  silent	
  majority	
  
clicking	
  buttons	
  not	
  doing	
  anything.	
  They	
  are	
  a	
  working	
  majority	
  and	
  the	
  number	
  
one	
  prioritiy	
  is	
  studying.	
  It	
  is	
  not	
  a	
  priority	
  for	
  them	
  to	
  be	
  informed	
  about	
  every	
  
issue.	
  It	
  should	
  be	
  up	
  to	
  us	
  to	
  make	
  their	
  life	
  easier	
  to	
  encourage	
  their	
  opinion	
  by	
  
doing	
  things	
  like	
  online	
  voting.	
  It	
  is	
  not	
  that	
  they	
  go	
  online	
  because	
  they	
  are	
  
apathetic,	
  it	
  is	
  that	
  they	
  don’t	
  have	
  time.	
  He	
  said	
  about	
  the	
  proactive	
  approach,	
  but	
  
taking	
  a	
  position	
  is	
  always	
  going	
  to	
  political.	
  If	
  a	
  majority	
  of	
  students	
  want	
  to	
  take	
  a	
  
position	
  we	
  should	
  take	
  a	
  position.	
  
	
  
Evan	
  Jolie-­‐Carl,	
  from	
  the	
  gallery,	
  asked	
  Vice-­‐President	
  Clare	
  asked	
  to	
  clarify	
  what	
  
consultation	
  they	
  will	
  do	
  before	
  forming	
  the	
  open	
  letter.	
  He	
  asked	
  what	
  the	
  view	
  is	
  
currently	
  on	
  this	
  whole	
  issue.	
  Vice-­‐President	
  Clare	
  said	
  an	
  open	
  letter	
  is	
  not	
  about	
  
trying	
  to	
  say	
  what	
  constituents	
  say.	
  The	
  senate	
  caucus	
  representatives	
  represent	
  
each	
  of	
  their	
  constituents	
  to	
  the	
  caucus.	
  What’s	
  happened	
  for	
  the	
  past	
  three	
  days	
  is	
  
part	
  of	
  systemic	
  grievances	
  at	
  McGill.	
  It	
  has	
  to	
  do	
  with	
  many	
  forms	
  of	
  
disempowerment.	
  Also,	
  they	
  spent	
  2	
  senate	
  caucus	
  meeting	
  agonizing	
  about	
  many	
  
different	
  issues	
  and	
  how	
  to	
  move	
  forward.	
  One	
  of	
  the	
  strengths	
  is	
  that	
  they	
  want	
  to	
  
move	
  forward	
  and	
  stand	
  behind	
  each-­‐other.	
  That	
  is	
  the	
  spirit.	
  Until	
  it’s	
  finished	
  
being	
  drafted	
  she	
  doesn’t	
  want	
  to	
  discuss	
  specifics.	
  In	
  report	
  says	
  it’s	
  in	
  regards	
  to	
  
QPIRG,	
  but	
  asked	
  if	
  this	
  will	
  be	
  about	
  more.	
  It	
  will	
  be	
  about	
  trust	
  and	
  accountability	
  
	
  
Brendan	
  it	
  would	
  be	
  a	
  sad	
  day	
  if	
  the	
  Feelings	
  of	
  20	
  -­‐30	
  occupiers	
  prioritized	
  above	
  
the	
  two	
  humdred	
  students	
  who	
  ignored	
  queebec	
  law	
  and	
  decided.	
  Divisiveness	
  does	
  
not	
  happen	
  in	
  vacuum	
  and	
  divisiveness	
  is	
  going	
  on	
  when	
  people	
  occupy	
  building	
  
that	
  very	
  few	
  people	
  subscribe	
  to	
  and	
  trying	
  to	
  depose	
  a	
  speaker	
  trying	
  to	
  institute	
  
robert’s	
  rules	
  of	
  order.	
  Thisletter	
  	
  is	
  a	
  response	
  to	
  divisiveness,	
  not	
  a	
  cause	
  of	
  it	
  
	
  
Councillor	
  Qin	
  said	
  that	
  in	
  Council	
  for	
  the	
  past	
  few	
  days	
  there	
  were	
  members	
  of	
  the	
  
Council	
  on	
  the	
  6th	
  floor	
  and	
  main	
  floor,	
  and	
  they	
  found	
  that	
  they	
  are	
  supporters	
  of	
  
their	
  actions.	
  The	
  majority	
  of	
  science	
  students	
  she	
  has	
  talked	
  to	
  do	
  not	
  see	
  the	
  
rationale	
  of	
  their	
  actions.	
  Some	
  of	
  them	
  appreciate	
  the	
  spirit	
  because	
  they	
  are	
  
passionate	
  about	
  what	
  they	
  believe	
  in,	
  but	
  they	
  do	
  not	
  think	
  that	
  this	
  is	
  a	
  rational	
  
movement.	
  	
  
	
  
Cameron	
  Butler	
  U3	
  agricultural	
  and	
  environmental	
  sciences	
  said	
  that	
  he	
  wrote	
  part	
  
of	
  the	
  open	
  letter.	
  He	
  does	
  largely	
  disagree	
  with	
  the	
  occupation	
  but	
  thinks	
  it	
  would	
  
be	
  counterproductive	
  to	
  SSMU	
  Council	
  to	
  actively	
  condemn	
  it.	
  By	
  taking	
  a	
  stance	
  on	
  
this	
  and	
  

	
  






